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WESTERLEIGH & COALPIT HEATH PARISH COUNCIL
Westerleigh Playing Field Hirer’s Agreement
General conditions of hire
1. The football pitch and cricket pitch at Westerleigh Playing Field are owned and maintained by Westerleigh & Coalpit Heath Parish Council and are primarily for the use of clubs based in the parish, subject to the terms of this agreement. 
2. Applications from clubs based in the parish for use of the football or cricket pitch, must be confirmed in writing to the Parish Clerk annually by 31st March, for the following season.
3. The pitches may be available for hire by clubs based outside the parish for the football/ cricket season, if there is spare capacity after applications from parish clubs have been confirmed. Hire is by agreement with the Parish Council and a hire free per match is payable. Agreement to use the pitches and the hire fee payable, will be reviewed annually by the Parish Council in April. Pitch hire is subject to the terms of this agreement. Casual pitch hire by clubs based outside the parish, cannot usually be accommodated. Please contact the Parish Clerk to confirm if there is spare capacity in the first instance.
4. The Parish Council reserves the right to refuse permission to use the pitches. The Parish Council’s decision will be final.
5. The football pitch is available from September – end of April. Pre-season matches may be arranged during August (no pre-season matches before 1st August). However, during August the cricket pitch will also be in use, so match dates must be discussed and agreed between the football and cricket clubs in accordance with condition 17. 
6. The cricket pitch is available from May - end of August. 
7. The Parish Council reserves the right to hire out the whole playing field for one-off community events (usually once a year), during which time both pitches will be unavailable. The Parish Council will give clubs as much notice as possible of such events. The playing field is also used for regular Holiday Activity Days during school holidays (weekdays, daytime only). 
8. PLEASE NOTE The changing facilities at Westerleigh Village Hall are managed by the Westerleigh Village Hall Management Committee. Changing facilities MUST be booked directly with the bookings secretary (westerleighvillagehall@gmail.com) and a hire fee applies to ALL clubs. Parking is usually available in the Village Hall car park, unless the hall is booked for another event at the same time. In the event of a clash, the bookings secretary will contact the club to request that alternative parking arrangements are made (usually at the New Inn.) 
9. PLEASE NOTE The floodlights are also managed by the Westerleigh Village Hall Management Committee. Their use must be agreed and booked directly with the bookings secretary (westerleighvillagehall@gmail.com). Charges apply for ALL clubs. 
10. Where applicable, clubs must confirm that all adults working with children have a current DBS certificate and be able to provide details of their safeguarding policy.  
11. At all times during a hire, clubs must act in accordance with the Equality Act 2010.
Responsibilities of the Parish Council
12. To provide, insure and regularly inspect football goalposts. 
13. To arrange all grass cutting. Grass will be cut fortnightly throughout the football season. The cricket outfield will be cut weekly throughout the cricket season. Cuttings are not collected. Requests from clubs for additional cuts may incur a charge. 
14. To arrange and fund annual maintenance of the football pitch up to a maximum sum (agreed by the Parish Council), to include one verti-drain treatment in May and goal-mouth reseeding as required (may be bi-annual).
15. To fund annual maintenance of the cricket square up to a maximum sum (agreed by the Parish Council). Clubs may apply to the Parish Council for a grant to complete the work, or it may be arranged by the Parish Council.
Responsibilities of the hirer
16. To have appropriate insurance in place for the length of the season. Clubs must provide a copy of their Public Liability Insurance Certificate, to the value of £5m, to the Parish Clerk no later than two weeks before the start of the season.

17. To discuss and agree match dates with any other team or club sharing the pitch. If a suitable agreement cannot be reached, the decision of the Parish Council will be final.
18. Weekly training sessions are permitted. These must take place off the pitch and, in accordance with condition 17, clubs must discuss and agree dates with any other team or club sharing the field. 
19. To inform the Parish Clerk of match dates AND training session days prior to the start of the season (no later than two weeks before) and to notify any changes in good time. Changes must be agreed with other teams in accordance with condition 17.
20. To mark out pitches.
21. The football clubs to provide their own goal nets and corner flags. These should be removed and stored tidily and securely in the shed after each match, so as not to constitute a hazard. Clubs are responsible for insuring equipment stored in the shed. 
22. The cricket clubs to ensure fencing off of the cricket square is done safely so that it does not constitute a hazard. 
23. To ensure that there is a responsible adult present and able to supervise at all times during the hire. 
24. To carry out a risk assessment to assess the safety and suitability of the pitch prior to the commencement of each hire. To inform the Parish Clerk as soon as possible if the pitch is deemed unsafe/ unsuitable. 
25. To make provision for emergency situations, including first-aid equipment and access to a telephone.
26. To report any accident that occurs on the field during a hire to the Parish Clerk immediately (in accordance with the Parish Council’s Health & Safety Policy).
27. To clear away all rubbish and leave the pitch in the condition in which it was found after each hire.
28. Not to cause or allow damage to any equipment belonging to the Parish Council, the playing field or its surroundings. Any such damage should be reported to the Parish Clerk as soon as possible. Any damage must be made good at the expense of the hirer.
29. Not to carry out or arrange any work on the playing field e.g. pitch maintenance, without written consent from the Parish Clerk.
30. To ensure that no vehicles are driven onto the playing field (unless emergency vehicles or the Parish Council’s contractors), without written consent from the Parish Clerk.

Contact details - Westerleigh & Coalpit Heath Parish Council
www.westerleighcoalpitheathparishcouncil.gov.uk
Parish Clerk - 
Email: clerk@westerleighcolapitheathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Tel: 07367 787883
For payment/ invoicing please contact the Finance Officer - 
Email: financeofficer@westerleighcoalpitheathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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