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NOTICE OF FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
7pm Monday January 9th 2023 Westerleigh Village Hall 

	Please do not attend if you, or a person you have been in close contact with are ill

	Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability), Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.


AGENDA
1. Welcome & Introduction
2. Apologies for absence 
3. Announcement regarding the death of a previous Parish Councillor
4. Declarations of Interest under the Localism Act 2011 relating to this meeting
5. Reports from South Gloucestershire Councillors on matters relating to the Parish

Bus Fare Cap Begins
Bus passengers across England are set to save on travel costs through a new £2 cap on single bus journeys from January to March 2023 under a £60 million government initiative to promote public transport across the country. The government estimates that the scheme will reduce the number of car journeys across England by 2 million thereby cutting congestion and pollution for everyone.

During the pandemic bus passenger numbers declined significantly, along with other public transport users, and figures show usage has still not returned to pre-pandemic levels. Operators representing around 90% of the bus market have expressed support for the scheme. Both First and Stagecoach have introduced the cap on the majority of their services across the West of England.

Last September First introduced a £2 cap on single journeys but this only applied within the respective Bristol and Bath Zones. In the West of England Zone, outside of Bristol and Bath, single fares were capped by the distance of the journey; up to 3 miles at £2.30, 3 – 6 miles at £3.30 and over 6 miles at £3.70. Under the current scheme those single journeys across the West of England Zone are, until the 31st of March, now also capped at £2.

There are a small number of routes that operators have excluded from this scheme. These tend to be contracted services, dedicated school services and those which only run on school days during term time. More details on those excluded services can be found at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/2-bus-fare-cap#south-west as well as on the bus operators’ own websites. 

Sewage Overflows
At the December meeting of South Gloucestershire Council Cllr Lean proposed a motion calling on the Government to grant water companies and councils powers to stop new housing developments putting additional pressure on overburdened water infrastructure. This leads, during periods of heavy rainfall, to raw sewage being discharged into our rivers.

In our meetings with Wessex Water this year, they told us it would help if the Government enacted a particular piece of legislation to stop developers from installing inadequate drainage systems, setting up problems for the future. The Conservative administration refused to agree to write to their colleagues in Government asking them to do this.

We also requested the council write to Wessex Water to ensure that the River Frome and Ladden Brook are classified as high priority sites and required to demonstrate no adverse ecological impact by storm overflows by 2035. The administration also refused to do this.

Phase 2 Consultation on 2023/24 Budget Commences
The second phase of South Gloucestershire Council’s 2023/24 budget consultation is now underway. An initial public consultation started on 15th October focused on the scale of the budget shortfall. That initial outline budget proposal has now been updated with greater detail and more questions for residents on the specific spending cuts and charge increases the Conservative administration are proposing. This includes increasing the green bin charge, cutting grants to community organisations (e.g. reducing Member Awarded Funding from £3k to £1k), scaling back Street Care operational and support teams, and reducing help with the council tax for those on low incomes.

This is the chance for residents to have their say on the Conservative proposals before the budget as to be formally approved by full council in February 2023. Further information can be found at https://consultations.southglos.gov.uk/budget23/ and the closing date for comments is 15th January. 


6. Pre-arranged items from members of Public  Please contact the Clerk if you wish to speak before the meeting

7. PLANNING:  
(a) Council to NOTE comments submitted since last meeting
(b) Council to NOTE planning decisions made by SGC since last meeting
(c) Council to discuss/comment on any necessary Planning Applications or other Planning Matters including:

8. Parish Councillor Reports – written submissions, taken as read with questions taken as necessary 
9. Council to APPROVE Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on December 12th 2022
10. Council to NOTE receipt of December 2022 payments & income documentation
11. Council to note submission of 2023/2024 Precept to SGC
12. Council to APPROVE Risk Management Policy, updated Risk Assessments and Health & Safety Policy
13. Council to consider commemoration of the life of HM Queen Elizabeth II and/or the Coronation of King Charles III
14. Correspondence/Communication with Westerleigh Parish Council:
From SGC: 
Planned road closures:
PT.7524 North Road, Yate – 1 night closure after March 11th for Openreach works
PT.7497 Ram Hill, Coalpit Heath – 2 days after 13th February for Openreach works
PT.7508 Nibley Lane, Westerleigh (south from Badminton Road) -  1 day after 11th February for electricity pole works by  National Grid

S Simmons  	1st October 2021

Other received items 
15. 
16. Council to receive any other information from Clerk/Deputy Clerk regarding ongoing matters/required approvals 
Including Banking and Investment updates, Pension valuation updates, request from FCPC for Youth funding contribution

17. Council to DISCUSS/APPROVE submissions for any required CONSULTATIONS
(i) Town and Country Planning Act 1990 - Section 257 South Gloucestershire Council (Footpath LWE39 (Part) Box Hedge Farm, Coalpit Heath) Public Path Diversion and Definitive Map and Statement Modification Order 2022
Closing date 13 Jan 2023

(ii) Moving Traffic Enforcement Powers
SGC intend to apply for powers under Part 6 of the Traffic Management Act 2004, currently enforced by the Police, to allow enforcement of moving traffic offences such as banned turns, waiting in yellow box junctions and breaching of some weight restrictions using traffic enforcement cameras. SGC aim to encourage compliance to make our roads safer, reduce congestion and protect public assets and infrastructure. Closing date 30 Jan 2023

(iii) Clean Air Action Plan  Public consultation closing date 31 Jan 2023
SGC is consulting on 30 actions designed to improve air quality, all of which are important, proposing to prioritise actions that will reduce transport emissions and emissions from domestic solid fuel burning.  

18. Items considered urgent or exempt by the Chairman   
19. Dates of upcoming public Parish council meetings www.westerleighparishcouncil.org.uk/meeting-dates/
E & L Meeting			Jan 23rd 2023 7pm, Red Brick Annexe, Manor Hall, Coalpit Heath
Finance |Committee meeting		Feb 2nd 2023 7pm Red Brick Annexe, Manor Hall, Coalpit Heath
Full Parish Council meeting 		Feb 13th 2023 7pm Newman Room Manor Hall Coalpit Heath
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